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We discuss the analytical solution of an inverse Cauchy boundary-value problem 
of heat conduction and analyze its correctness. 

The analytical solution of inverse boundary-value problems, together with solution by 
other methods is of interest in thermal engineering [I]. In [2-4] analytical solutions were 
constructed in the form of functional series. An important drawback of this form is that they 
contain derivatives of arbitrary order of the experimentally determined time dependence of the 
temperature and its gradient at points inside the body, This immediately limits the applica- 
bility of series constructed in this way because errors in the measurements of the parameters 
are amplified when their time derivatives are calculated. 

The purpose of the present paper is to demonstrate the possibility of constructing an 
analytical solution of inverse problems free from this difficulty and to analyze the correct- 
ness of the problem within the class of analytic functions. 

I. We consider an inverse boundary-value problem in the Cauchy formulation for an infi- 
nite plate: 

v t = v ~ ,  t > O ,  (i) 

�9 v ( t ,  O ) : = f ( t ) ,  " ( 2 )  

v~ (t, 0) = ~ (t). ( 3 )  

We a p p l y  t he  i n t e g r a l  L a p l a c e  t r a n s f o r m  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  x t o  Eqs.  ( 1 ) - ( 3 ) :  

�9 i v(x, t). V(p, t)--: v(x, t)exp(--px)dx. (4) 
0 

Then for the left- and right-hand sides of (I) we have 

vt (x, t) - -  Vt (p, t), 

v ~  (x,  t) - -  p~V (p,  t) - -  P i  (t) - -  ~ (t).  

We obtain :the following equation for the transform 

G (p, t) = p2V (p, t) - -  p f  (0 - -  ~ (0,  

whose solution is 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

t 

V (p, t) ---- - -  exp(p2t) {S [p[ ('{) q- r (~)] exp (--p~) d7 q- C (p)}. 
0 

(8) 

Among the solutions of (7), only one of them is the correct transform. It can be ob- 
tained from the general solution (8) if we C(p)-O in it (within the class of analytic func- 
tions, the function C(p)exp(p2t) is a Laplace transform only when C(p)-0). 

In order to find the inverse transform of the solution (8), we consider two possible 
cases of practical interest in which the experimental time dependence of f(t) and ~p(t) is ap- 
p roxima te d. 

2. We approximate f(t) and ~(0 by exponential series of the form 
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h=0  ~=0 

(9) 

and we then obtain for the transform 

V (p, t )= ~ a~ 
k=0  

P 
p 2 - -  (Z 2 

exp ([~l) 
exp(cc~t) + b~ P ~ - -  [~ 

k=O 

( S ' )  

Then after the inverse transform, we find for the solution of (1)-(3): 

v (x, t) -- ~ ah exp (ag o ch =~x + ~ bn= exp (~t) sh ~hx. 
k=O k=O ~k 

(i0) 

Although this result is of considerable practical value, it is not suitable for analyzing the 
correctness of the solution. 

3. If we approximate f(t) and ~(t)by polynomials 

m 

[ (t) : ~'~ aft h and ~ (1) : X b~h (n) 
h=O k=O 

we obtain for the transform 
r~ 

(p, t) = - - p  exp (/t) X" a~ ~ t h exp (-- / t)  dt -- exp (/t) ~.~ b~ ,!" t h exp (-- / t )  dt = V 
h=O k=O 

~+i ki t  k-i+l  ~ bk ~+I k! t  ~-i+1 

~=o ~=1 ( k - - i +  1)!p2~-1 k=o ~=i 
(12) 

Then the solution of (1)-(3) is 

v(x, t )= a~[~ b~ ~ (k-- i+1)!(2i  1)! =r (k--i+1)I(2i--2)1 " 
k=O - k=O ~=1 

(i3) 

4. We consider the correctness of the solution (13) for 0 < x < b and 0 < t < T within 
the class of polynomials, i.e., we put 

fi--[2 =e~akt h, e>O, (14) 
k=0 

M 

6 > 0 .  (15) 

We have the following upper bounds for (14) and (15): 

1 [ i - -  [2 l <  e max] ah I (T N+' - -  1)/(T - -  I ) =  e 1 (T N+~ - -  1)/(T - -  1), 

1% -- cP~ ] <  6 max [ b~ [ ( r  ~ + r -  l ) / ( r  -- 1) = 6~ (r M+I -- 1)/(r -- 1). 
(i6) 

The difference between the solution (13) of the problem (1)-(3) with [a, ~I and with ~, ~ 

( k -  i + 1)! (2i  - 2)! (i7) 
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The upper bound (17) gives 

N k+ r 
i v t _ _ v 2 1 < ~ e l . , ~ 2 i ~  ' k ! T k - i + l b 2 ~ - 9 .  M ~+1 ~, [ ~, k! T~-~+ ~b ~-~  

(k - + (2i -- 2)! ] + 8, ~=oL~=~ ( k - - i  @ 1)!(2i--1)! ] <  

N h +  ~" k! M h +  ~ k! 

(k-- i ~! (2i 2)' ] %- 6' ~ F= (T, b) �9 ~_~ + --- . (k -- i + 1)! (2i--  1)! 
k = 0  " =  h=0 "= [ 

(18) 

Using the fact that the sums 

2 k, we have the upper bound 

(k--i@ I)t(2i--2)! and ~--1(k--i@ I)!(2i--I)! 
are dominated bv 

N M 

I v i - - v 2 I < s ~ F i ( T ,  b) 2 k@ 8 1 ~  F2(T, b) 2 k. 
h = 0  h=0 

(19) 

The functions FI(T, b) and Fa(T, b> are e0ual to b2~kandbak+IT k respectively for b > 1, 
T > i; unity for b < i, T < i; b 2 , bak+1, resDectivelv for b > ii T < i; and T k for b < i, 
T > i. We then obtain for these four cases 

a) [vi  - -  v 2 [ <  81 [(2Tb~) # + t  - -  l l / ( 2 T b  ~ -  1) + Bib [(2Tb~) M+l - -  l ] / ( 2 T b  ~ - -  I) ,  

b) I v ~ - -  v2l < ~, (2 ~ + I  - -  1) + 8~ (2M+ i - -  I), 

C) I Ui - -  0 2 [ <  8t [(2b~) N+ r  - -  1]/( 262 - -  1) -~- ~lb [(2b~) M+I" - -  ll/(2b~ - -  1), 

d )  [vi  - -  v~ ] < 8i [(2T) TM - -  I ] / (2T  - -  1) q-  81 [(2T) M+r - -  1] / (2T - -  1). 

(~9') 

Comparison of (19') with (16) shows that the solution of the problem depends not only on 
the accuracy of the input data, but also on the dimensions of the space--time region. 

NOTATION 

v(x, t), temperature at a point on the plate with coordinate x,~t = aT/~ and T, dimen- 
sionless time and actual time; a, thermal diffusivity of the body; lo, characteristic length 
in units of which x is measured; f(t) and @(t), time deDendence of the temperature and tem- 
perature gradient measured at the point x = 0. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

. 
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